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Recycling at Embarcadero Center

One of our missions at Boston Properties is to care  for the world 
we live in, from the products we distribute and use , to the ways in 
which we give back to society. Boston Properties is  proud of our new 
recycling programs and would like to reiterate our appreciation for recycling programs and would like to reiterate our appreciation for 
our tenants for being so responsive and proactive t owards our new 
programs working towards meeting San Francisco’s go al of recycling 
75% of all our waste.



Think Green Campaign
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Think Green Campaign

���������	
����
�	��������	
!��������

� %���	�&	�##$	'�(��	���������	
��	
!���������	�����
�	)
����!���������	�����
�	)
����

� �#�#	!���	'
��
��	��	�������	$*+	
�,	�
���

� �#�#	!���	�
��
��	��	�������	�##+	
�,	�
���	



Strategies to Meet Recycling Goals
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Reducing Our Carbon Footprint
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Increase Diversion Rate - Lower Operating Expenses 



Increase Diversion Rate - Lower Operating Expenses 



Conversion & Reuse

Retail Common Area Mixed Recycling



Program Types

Mixed Recycling Cardboard RecyclingMixed Recycling Cardboard Recycling Composting Recycling

Landscaping Recycling Computer Recycling Battery Recycling



Key Players

• Property Managers

• Janitorial Management• Janitorial Management

• Collection Company

• Janitor

• Tenants 



Able Building Maintenance

• Boston Properties Partnership
• Management and Janitorial Training
• Golden Gate Disposal and Department of Environment
• 14,000 Tenants
• Implementation in 1EC, 2EC, 3EC, 4EC and 275 Battery
• Blue Recycling Bins/Trash Caddies/Composting Bins• Blue Recycling Bins/Trash Caddies/Composting Bins
• Compostable Trash Liners



Tenant Participation

• Tenants place mixed recycling in blue recycling bins or labeled 
containers

• Tenants place trash in the black desk side caddies or labeled containers

• Tenants place composting into a green central container• Tenants place composting into a green central container



Collection of Mixed Recycling and Trash

• Janitor empties contents of 
mixed recycling into a plastic 
bag inside the trash brute

• Janitor empties contents of trash 
into another plastic bag inside 
the trash brute



Trash Man

• All three bags are placed outside the freight elevator for pick-up



Mixed Recycling Compactor Room on A-Level

• Janitors removed mixed 
recycling from the clear 
bag and place items in 
the Compactor

• Plastic Bags are not • Plastic Bags are not 
recyclable as they 
interfere with the 
Recycler’s Conveyors

• Mixed Recycling 
Compactor is on A-Level



Trash Compactor in the Loading Dock (Davis St.)

• Janitors place Trash in the 
Compactor

• Trash Compactor is on A-
LevelLevel

• Golden Gate Disposal Pick-
ups have Decreased from 
Daily to approximately 
every 3 days 

• Work in Progress



Composting Bins in the Loading Dock

• Janitors place 
Compostable Liners 
in the Bins

• Landscaping 
Trimming is placed Trimming is placed 
in the Bins

• Composting Bins 
are located in the 
Loading Dock



Cardboard Recycling

• Janitors/Retailers place 
cardboard in containers 
in the Loading Dock

• Cardboard is baled 
nightly in Four 
Embarcadero Center’s Embarcadero Center’s 
Loading Dock

• Golden Gate Disposal 
Pick-ups M-F



Able Building Maintenance

• Green Seal Certified Supplier
• HEPA Vacuums (High Efficiency Particulate Air)
• Green Cleaning Products
• Paper Product Content



Mixed Recycling (Blue container)



•White paper
•Colored office paper
•Envelopes

PAPER

•Envelopes
•File folders
•Post-It Notes & Staples are ok
•Cardboard



•Glass Bottles & Jars
•Food & drink containers only

GLASS



PLASTICS
RECYCLABLE
•Plastic Bottles & Containers
•Water & Juice Bottles
•Milk Jugs

TRASH

• Plastic Bags

• Styrofoam•Milk Jugs
•Rigid Tubs & Lids
•Clamshell Containers
•Plant Containers

• Styrofoam



ALL DISPOSABLE METAL
•Aluminum Cans, Foil & Trays
•Steel & Tin Cans



Compostables (Green Container)

• Food Scraps
• Paper Napkins, Plates 

Tissues & Towels
• Paperboard Milk/Juice 

Cartons, Paper Coffee 
Cups, Coffee Grounds 
& Filters, Tea Bags& Filters, Tea Bags

• Waxed Cardboard



Trash (Caddies or Containers labeled Trash/Waste)



• Common contaminants to avoid in recycling 
programs:

• Plastic bags – trash can liners or shopping bags
• Styrofoam blocks or peanuts
• Plastic Notebooks and Binders

Avoid Contamination

• Plastic Notebooks and Binders
• Aseptic Boxes (Tetra Pak)



WHY CONTAMINATION IS A PROBLEM
• Recyclables are processed to be remanufactured into  

new or the same products:
• Clean white office paper can be made into new white 

office paper.office paper.
• Mixed paper can be made into cereal boxes or paper 

towels and tissues.
• Cardboard is recycled into new cardboard boxes.
• Food scraps are composted with other organic 

materials and sold to farmers, wineries and gardeners.



Recycle Center



Recycle Central

Paper, Cans & Bottles

Are all carefully sorted



Recycle Central is a high tech facility
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Recyclables Baled and Ready for Shipment



Where Does It Go?



Altamont Landfill



The Composting Process
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Material is Loaded into Giant “AG” Bags
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Composting Materials Sit for 3 Months



Four Course Compost sold to Organic Farmers, Vineya rds, 
Large Farms and Nurseries

Product is Screened Final Product Extra High 
in Nitrogen



Construction and Demolition Recycling



Hazardous Waste Drop Off Facilities

Paint is mixed together, 
recycled into paint and used to 
cover graffiti

Household cleaners, paint, 
and other products are 
available for reuse



Public Disposal and Recycling Area

• Reuse partnership w/ St. 
Vincent de Paul

• Bicycle program
• Hazardous waste reuse area
• Building materials• Building materials
• Bulky Item reuse and 

recycling



Sanitary Fill’s Company Artists In Residency Progra m

Artists like Dana Albany get to 
shop through the garbage



Educational Tours



Questions and Answers
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